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OTWITHSTANDING the Quakers in this 
Kingdom are tolerated in the public Pro- 


lion of their Religion, and are, for the moſt 
Part, good Subjects; yet, ever ſince they have 


been a People, they have conſtantly condutted 
themſelves in à very pointed Manner towards the 
Eſtabliſhed Clergy, by refuſing to pay them their 
Tithes, and other legal Demands.—1t ts therefore 
my Deſign in the following Eſſay, to refute their 
Netions on this Head; and to perſuade them, if 


poſſible, to be as good Neighbours to the Clergy, 


as the Clergy, for a long Time paſt, have commonly 
been to them: For though the Quakers render 
themſelves obnoxious to ſevere Proſecutions by ſuch 
Refuſal ; yet Little of this Sort hath happened 
lately; not more (if I am rightly informed, than 
about fix or ſeven Inſtances in the whole Kingdom, 
theſe ſeveral Years paſt; which is but a ſmall 


Number, when we conſider the Intercourſe betwixt 


the many Thouſands of Clergymen in England and 
Wales 


! 

Wales on the one Hand; and ſuch Quakers on the 
Other, as happen to refide in their Pariſbes.— 
And I humbly hope the Eftabhſhed Clergy, as the 
Meſſengers of Peace and Good-Will towards Men, 
will continue to maintain and (if poſſible ) to im- 
prove this Character for Gentleneſs, which they 
have now fo long ſupported ; and when any Quakers 
reſuſe to pay them their legal Demands ; to re- 


cover their Property by Diſtraint {when it can be 


done under a Tuftice's Warrant, agreeable to the 
Acts of W. III. and Geo. I. and not willingly 
vex them with tedious and expenſive Proſecu- 
tions: And I have the more Reaſon to offer 


fuch Plea in Behalf of this People; becauſe, 


though I am now a Member of the Church of Eng- 
land; yet I was born and educated among ſi them, 
and prejudiced formerly as much againſt the Pay- 
ment of Tithes, as the fliffeft of them all. But I 


have lived to ſee my Error; and Many more of | 


them, if treated with Lenity, may come to do the 


Same: And I think I may be allowed to be the 


more ſerious in this Recommendation; becauſe they 
are fo far from thinking Diſtraint by Fuſtice's 
Warrant a Hardſhip ; that they moſt commonly 
efteem it an Act of Tenderneſs on the Part of the 


Clergy ; ſeeing it ſaves them from Proſecutions off 


a ruinous Nature. 


But 


ut 


I W 1} 

But in the following Eſſay, beſides aiming at 
the Reformation of the Quakers; I have, in a 
more eſpecial Manner, endeavoured to demonſtrate 
the great Need of maintaining an eſtabliſhed Or- 
der of Chriſtian Miniſters in this Kingdom; and 
and to ſhew the ill Effects which would follow, at 
ſome future Period, from the Abolition of Tithes. 


In diſtourfing on theſe Subjects, I have been 
ſolely led by a good Intention, {for I have no 
Tithes either to pay or receive); and it remains 
with my Reader to determine, the Merit or De- 
merit which attends my Arguments, 
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E Neceſſity of an effective Magiftracy 
in this Kingdom, is ſo clear and evi- 
dent; as to need no Argument in ſupport of it. 


But that the Magiſtrate may be enabled to 
govern properly; it is needful his People ſhould 
be diſpoſed fitly to be governed by him: And this 
Diſpoſition at large amongſt his Subjects, can 
never be implanted in them by Penalties alone: 
It is true, the Power of inflicting Theſe in cer- 
tain Caſes, muſt be annexed to his Office; for 
he cannot govern without them; but Apt Per- 
 fuaſion and Inſtruction given them publicily and 
frequently, by Perſons in Authority, muſt come 

= l in 


2 An Eſſay concerning Tithes, &c. 
in Aid; in order to prevent Crimes before theit 
Commiſſion, by diſpoſing them to obey the 
Laws; and above all, To EsTABLIsn TRUTH 
IN SOLEMN ASSEVERATIONs8.—Por the Ma- 
giſtrate is not omniſcient. He cannot pu- 
| niſh or decide but on the Teſtimony of Others: 
Wi And whether it be in civil or criminal Caſes ; 
WIN how can he depend on their Evidence, unleſs 
1 founded on that Firſt Principle of Morality, The 
_ Fear of God? Which again is but feeble, un- 
INN connected with The Belref of a Future State; 
0 and even where theſe Truths are both received; 
yet ſhould the Witneſs have little or no Notion 
of the Divine Forbearance, and be conſcious to 
himſelf that he has been immoral, and deſerv- 
ing the Divine Vengeance; he might from De- 
ſperation, be regardleſs of his Teſtimony, 
though given in the moſt ſolemn Manner on * 
Oath. | 


And what I have ſaid of the People, is equally 
j applicable to the Magiftrate. Thus the Prince 
1 and his Subjects are united by the Cement of 
in Religion : The former is taught to protect his 

| 5 People; and the People, in return, to honour, $ 
ſupport, and obey their Sovereign. 3 
And 


* See Note I. 
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And theſe Matters duly conſidered; how na- 
turally do they lead us to the Appointment of 
Times, at the leaſt one Day in $EVvEN, for 


publick Inſtruction, and the Worſhip of Al- 


mighty God? Which again implies PusLick 
PLacts for this Purpoſe.—Theſe Times and 
Places too call for MinisTERs, who ſhall in- 
ſtru& the People in ſuch Religious Aſſemblies, 
and lead them in their Devotions ; becauſe, it is 
to be obſerved, that beſides the Inſtruction at- 
forded Mankind from poſitive Precepts ; Divine 
Worſhip inſpires them with a reverential Awe of 
the Supreme Being, and a Diſpoſition to fear 
and obey him, 


But as neither preceptive Inſtruction nor De- 
vol ion, can ſatisfſy the Sinner of Forgivenels ; 
and as every Adult has, more or leſs, offended 


the Majeſty of Heaven; fo, ſome publicꝶ Affur- 


ance of Pardon, conditionate with Repentance 


and Amendment, muſt be extremely falutary ; 


becauſe, for want of it, as hath been already 
obſerved, Deſperation in many Caſes, might en- 
ſue; and the Baſis of Truth in forenfic Evi- 
dence be ſhaken, 


And as this i is the Caſe; what can be ſo well 


; introduced into theſe Public Placa of Worſhip 


B 2 and 
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and Inſtruction, as Tye GosPEL or JEsus 
CHRIST, with all it's Holy Appendages ? 


But though the Magiſtrate, with the Conſent 
of his People, may thus * eſtabliſh ſome one 
Univerſal Syſtem of Religion amongſt them; 
yet ſhould certain Individuals prefer any other 
decent Mode; it is but juſt and reaſonable, that 
Such ſhould be tolerated. But as Theſe cannot 
inſtruct and lead the whole Nation; it is equally 
Juſt that they ſhould be quiet, and not interrupt 
the Publick Miniſtry. 


Now from what has been faid ; can we call 
that Prince wiſe and prudent, who fits ſupinely 
on his Throne, regardleſs of + the Morals of 
his People ; fo as to leave them without pub- 
lick Inſtruction ? Or inſtead of ſome Eſtabliſh- 
ment; can he give them up quietly, to form them- 
ſelves, as they lift, (but a Few of them pro- 
bably), into ſmall detached Parties of Religion ? 
— There is ſcarcely a civilized Empire, King- 
dom, or Republick in the World, where this is 
the Cafe.—The Province of Pennſylvania in 
North America, is indeed an Exception, where 


there 


1 See Note VII. + See Note III. 


An Eſſay concerning Tithes, Kc. 5 
there is no Eſtabliſhment whatever ; and though 
this Non- Inſtitution has been highly applauded 
by Voltaire and other Deiſtical Declaimers ; yet 
I am * credibly informed they have amongſt 
them (of European Extraction, conſiderable 
Numbers of People, profeſſedly, avowedly, of 


no Religion at all; amongſt Thoſe eſpecially who 
are ſettled far back in the Woods. 


But notwithſtanding the Wiſdom of ſome 
publick Inſtitution, and the Moderation of That 
which is eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ; it is a 
ſtanding Ordinance amongſt the Quakers, as a 
People, that their Members ſhould conſtantly 
refuſe to pay Tithes to the Clergy, and every 
other analogous demand ; though confirmed by 
the moſt ancient Uſage, and as conſtantly ſup- 
ported by all our Courts of Juſtice.—And I 
might add 0, in Spite of that Clauſe which is 
uſually inſerted in the Leaſes of Tenants, by 
which they bind themſelves in the moſt folemn 
Manner, to“ bear, pay, and diſcharge, all Rates, 
* Aſſeſſments, Payments, and Incumbrances, of 

| e what 


* 
— 0 , 


„ . 


„ 


* Credibly informed, &c. ] I received this Information many 
Years ago, from a Mr. Joſeph White of Pennſylvania, an 
eminent (itinerant) Preacher amongſt the Quakers; and he 


added, that they called this People, by the odd Name of Kqro- . 
thumpians, 


— 


6 An Eſſay concerning Tithes, &c. 
4 what Kind foever, which either now are, or 


« hereafter ſhall be laid on the ſaid Premiſes, 


« Land-Tax and Quit-Rent only excepted.” 


This Doctrine on the Part of the Quakers, 
of depriving the Clergy of their legal Dues, they 
inſtill early into their Youth ; infomuch that 
if One did not know otherwiſe, it might excite 
a Suſpicion, that the firſt Founders of Quaker- 
iſm, had ffolen this Maxim from the ancient Po- 
lity of Sparta. 


And as ſuch Refuſal of the Quakers, is at- 
tended with Diſtraint and Sale of Goods; fo the 
Annual Amount of theſe Diſtraints throughout 
the Kingdom, is collected together at their yearly 
Meeting in * London; and in their Annual 
Epiſtle to the Publick, the Groſs Sum is given 
out, and called Suferings But with what De- 
gree of Juſtice and Propriety, I ſhall leave the 
Reader to determine. 


This Refuſal ſeems to have originated from 
the ſevere Perſecution, which their Anceſtors 
met with from the Clergy, during the Reigns of 
the two laſt Princes of the Houſe of Stuart: But 

| 0 


. 0 , 
—_ 
_ — 


* The Same is done in Ireland. 
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as the Clergy of the preſent Age, are of a Tem- 
per widely different; are as remarkable for their 
Learning and Moderation, as were their Prede- 
ceſſors under the Stuarts, for Bigotry and Cru- 
elty; ſo One would think the Quakers in heir 
Turn, might have become more moderate by 
this Time, and long fince have paid the Clergy 


their Tithes and other Dues, without any 
Trouble. 


But as the Reverſe is the Caſe; it is there- 
fore the Deſign of this Eſſay, 70 vindicate the 


Claims of the Clergy, and point out to the Quakers, 
. the Error of fuch Refuſal. 


And I ſhall obſerve firſt; that it is not 


only lawful, but even prudent in the Father of 


a large Family, to employ Perſons who ſhall in- 
ſtruct his Children: And why therefore may 

not the Magiſtrates of this Kingdom do the 
Same, for their Subjects at large; of which I 


have already ſhewn the Neceflity ?—And that 


which ſhall have been aſſigned to theſe Inſtruc- 
tors, by the State or Otherwiſe, for their Main- 
tenance ; may well enough be conſidered, as al- 
lowed them * FREEL Y, by a Parliament repre- 


enting 


* Matt. x. 8. 
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Senting a Free People; than which, no Title 
can be more firm or ſolid. 


And is not John Bull to be commended for 
taking ſo much Care of his numerous Offspring ? 
Who ſhall blame him for engaging (with the 
Conſent of his Wife), Tutors, for the Inſtruc- 
tion of his Family? And ſurely John is too 
honeſt a Man, to deprive thoſe Inſtructors of 


their juſt Dues ; maugre all the Oppoſition, of 


a few obſtreperous Children in his' Family. 


But ſome Light may be thrown on this Sub- 
ject, by conſidering the Conduct of Our Lord, 
when on Earth, in the following Caſe: 


* When they were come to Capernaum, they 
that received Tribute- Money, came to Peter, and 


aid, Doth not your Maſter pay Tribute? He 
faith, Yes. And when he was come into the 


Houſe, Feſus prevented him, ſaying, What thinkeſt 
thou Simon ? Of whom do the Kings of the Earth 


tale Cuſtom or Tribute ? Of their own Children, 


or of Strangers? Peter ſaith unto him, of 
Strangers. Jeſus ſaith unto him, then are the 
Children 


* Matt. xvii. 84, Cc. 


An Eſay concerning Tithes, &c. 9 
Children free. Notwithſlanding, leſt we ſhould 
offend them, go thou to the Sea, and caſt an 
3 Hook, and take up the Fiſh that firſt cometh up: 

/ And when thou haſt opened his Mouth, thou ſhalt 
find a Piece of Maney ; that take, and give unts 
them for me and thee. . 


But are the Quakers thus careful of giving 
Offence? Have they made this meek Saviour of 
the World their Pattern ? Certainly not ; but 
publickly impugn thoſe Laws in this Kingdom, 
which enforce the Payment of Tithes to her 

Clergy: For the Quakers have a ſtanding Query 
in their Community, to be anſwered, at Times, 
by every ſubordinate Meeting ta the Higher, to 
this Effect: Do any among /t you pay Tithes? &c. 
And all ſuch as are found to haye obeyed the 
National Laws in this Matter ; are liable to be 
diſowned (or excommunicated) by them ; and 
molt commonly are. 


. * 


It is obſervable further, that though the 
Apoſtle Paul in his * firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, enjoins thoſe Chriſtians ſtrictly, not to 
eat Things Jacr; 12 to. Ido, and by ſome- 


5 10 A Efay concerning Tithes, ve. 
what copious on the Subject; yet he never ſo 


much as once prohibits the Church, either in this 
Epiſtle or any Other, from paying the National 
Taxes to the Heathen Prieſthood, for their Main- 
tenance, and the Support of their Temples and 


"Worſhip; and that Some Such were * eſtabliſhed 


in the Roman Empire, is not to be doubted : 
But it is a Fact ſtill more ſurpriſing ; that he 


does not forbid the Payment of Tithes to the 
_ Jewiſh Prieſthood, by the Chriſtians of Judea; 


no, not even to thoſe very Prieſts, who had im- 
brued their Hands in the precious Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt. —And though the final Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem did not happen (according to + Ec- 
clfiaſtical Hiſtory ), till after the Death of this 


Apoſtle; yet their Religious Syſtem and Eco- 


nomy were virtually ended, when our Lord ex- 
pired on the 4 Croſs ; and there was afterwards 
ſome Shew of Reaſon, for prohibiting the Pay- 
ment of Tithes in Judea, had this inſpired 


| Apoſtle been directed by the Holy Ghoſt fo to 


have done. But there is no ſuch Prohibition to 


——— 


* . 
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* 88, &c. T The laſt Motto to this 1 Cad Anker the 

Afſertion : And other Paſſages might be cited from the Roman 

Hi Mory, to the ſame Purpoſe. | 
. + In the Indar to the larger Bibles, it is 1 hops | 

pened about three Years after the Death of St. Paul. 
* -Gel. ii. 14. Heb. vii. 12. 
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be found in all the New Teſtament z no, not 


even in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, though the 
Article of Titbes did not altogether eſcape the 
Notice of it's Author; nor the * Abiding of the 
Temple and it's Ritual, at the Time of his 
Writing it. 


And now, from what has been faid ; can it 
be ſuppoſed, that if the Apoſtle had foreſeen that 
Tithes would have been paid in this Kingdom, 


to a Chriſtian Miniſtry ; he would have objected 


to it? Certainly not: And this Matter will ap- 
pear yet more clear, from the following Texts 


of Scripture: For let us imagine this ſame 


Apoſtle to be now living in this Kingdom, and 
to be a moderate Diſſenter: Would he or would 
he not pay to the Eſtabliſhment, is the Queſ- 
tion? — Reader, he ſhall ſpeak for himſelf.— 


In his Epiſtle to the Philippians, he ſays; Same 


indeed preach Chriſt even of Envy and Strife ; 


and Some alſo of Good Will. The one preach 
Chriſt of Contention, not ſincerely, ſuppofing to 
add Affliftion to my Bonds: But the Other of 
Love, knowing that I am ſet for the Defence of 
the Goſpel. What then? Notwithſtanding every 
1 C 2 Way. 


. 
8 . IeECDEEE 
* mth. ao 
_  ——————————— — 
* q 
” b 
o ol 


* Hob, xiii. 1. / Phil. i. 15, Cc. 


— r 


r — ah own _—_— 


12 An Eſſay concerning Tithes, &c. 
Way, whether in Pretence, or in Truth, C brijt 11 
is preached z and I THEREIN DO REJOICE, yea, 


and WILL RE Jorcx.— —The Concluſion is r 
vious. 


But before I proceed further, it | will be ne- 
ceſſary to refute an Argument advanced by Tho- 
mas Ellwood (One of the it Quakers) againſt 


the Payment of Tithes, which in Subſtance is 
as follows; 


That * Tithes, being a Part of the Ceremonial | 
«Law of Moſes, which was to ceaſe at, and by the 
Death” of Chriſt ; fo to pay them now, is virtually 
to deny that Chriſt is come, and hath ſuffered in 
the Fleſh for Mankind. 


To this it may be anſwered : The Clergy do 
not pretend to claim them by any ſuch Law, 
neither can they ; as I ſhall by and by demon- 
ſtrate. Though indeed Tithes were given to 
the Engliſh Clergy in ſuch early Times, as makes 
it extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to trace 
out * their Origin. And Some of the Do- 


mains 


_ — . wk _ 


m.. 


— 


* In his Account of Tithes in general at the Eud of his 
Fournal, 8. 20. 
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mains annexed to & the Biſhopricks, ſeem to be 
of an earlier Date ſtill. But from all that I 
have been able to gather, from various Writers, 
too tedious and too well known to mention ; it 
appears, that the Eſtabliſhed Clergy of England, 
have been in the uninterrupted Poſſeſſion of 
Tithes, nearly @ thouſand Years: And in the 
Reign of King Stephen, more than /i hundred 
Tears fince ; they were ſo much conſidered as 
their Property, that to put the Matter beyond 
Diſpute in future ; that Prince, by a ſolemn 
Charter, confirmed to them, all which had been 
given them, ſo many hundred Years before : 
And thus the Right of Tithes is fully inveſted 
in our modern Clergy. They hold them not, 
that I know of, by any One Act of Parliament 
whatever, giving and granting, &c. after the 
Manner of thoſe Acts, by which Aids are granted 
annually to the King. — The Incumbent, it is 
true, upon his Induction into the Living, muſt 
be qualified in himſelf by Law, to poſſeſs it; 
but this regards himſelf only, and not the Liv- 
ing; which is indiſputably an Efate ; ſo that in 


moſt Caſes, the Patron, eſpecially if he be a 


Layman, may fell the Advow/on, or in other 
| | Terms, 


- 
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14 An Eſſay concerning Tithes, c. | 
Terms, his Right of Preſentation, to any other 
Perſon, And as a further proof of its being an 
Eſtate ; the Incumbent, after Induction, is in- 
titled to a Vote for the County-Members, in 
common with Freeholders : And though he ex- 
ecutes an Office in Conſideration of the Emolu- 
ments; yet thoſe Perſons in ancient 'Times, from 
whom he originally received the Eſtate ; might, 
had it pleaſed them better, have given it to him 
for doing Nothing, as is really the Caſe in Impro- 
preations; a Matter, never complained of by 
the Publick. 


But that the Clergy do neither hold nor claim 
Tithes by the Law of Moſes ; is evident, in that 
Swine are titheable in England, but were not ſo 
in Judea, where they were held unclean, as they 
now are by the modern Jews: So that this Sort 
of Tithe, inſtead of being agreeable to the Law 
of Moſes, is expreſsly contrary to it. 'And on a 
Suppoſition a Colony of Jews had been ſettled in 
this Kingdom, before their laſt Diſperſion, and 
had employed themſelves in Grazing and Agri- 
culture; it is clear to me, they would not have 
thought themſelves bound to have paid Tithes 
to the Jewiſh Prieſthood ; becauſe an Heave- 
Offering muſt, have been ſelected from them; 
that is to fay, the Tenth of the Tithe ; and this 

| | EY being 


An Eſſay concerning Tithes, &c. 15 
being the Product of England, and not of Ju- 
dea; it would have been conſidered as polluted 
and unholy (Compare Lev. xxvii. 30.): And 
as a further Proof; Dr. Doddridge in his * Fa- 
mily Expoſitor, cites it from Mr. Fleming's + 


Chriſtolagy, that the Jews thought there was 
* Something of ſo peculiaran Holineſi in the Land 


* of Iſrael, that when they came Home from 


% any Heathen Country,” {that is to ſay, before 


_ their laſt Diſperfion ), ** they ſtopped at it's Bor- 
ders, and wiped the Duſt of it from their Shoes, 
«© that the ſacred Inheritance might not be pol- 
* luted with it; nor would they permit Herbs 
to be brought to them from their Neighbours, 
© left they ſhould bring any of the Duſt of the 
* Land upon them.“ 


But this Matter will appear {till plainer, when 
we conſider the latter Part of the Seventh Article 
of the Church of England, which runs thus : 
% Although the Law given from God by Moſes, 
* as touching Ceremonies and Rztes, do not bind 
« Chriftian Men, nor the civil Precepts thereof 
* ought of Neceflity to be received in any Com- 
* monwealth; yet notwithſtanding, no Chriſtian 
| | Man 
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16 An Eſay concerning Tithes, &c. 
« Man whatever is free from the Obedience of the 
« Commandments which are called Moral. 
Now is not Tithing one of the civil Precept. of 
Mofes ?—So that our Clergy hold their Tithes 
by a very different Tenure ; and Thoſe of the 
laſt Millenary, who gave them theſe Teuths, 
might, if they had pleaſed, have given them 
the Eighths, the Ninths, or the Elevenths.— 
Theſe original Donors 200, are alone and properly 
to be conſidered as the real Givers ; and not the 
Farmers of the preſent Age; who only pay what 
the Others gave: And were the Amount of theſe 
| Tithes to be withheld from theIncumbent ; it 
would nevertheleſs be paid to the Landlord, in 
a Rent proportionably larger, on Account of 
the Eſtate's being Tithe-free, 


But in many Cafes, inſtead of barely the 
Tenths ; the Clergy have annexed to their Liv- 
ings, Eſtates whole and entire; as in the Caſe of 
Glebes And the Biſhops and * Collegiate Bo- 
dies have alſo much Land, which they let out 
upon Lives, Leaſes, &c. together with a Va- 
riety of Quit-Rents; Some of which are payable 

| | 5 * 
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* Ne C: tien Corporate Towns and Bodies, have Landi and 
Duit-Rents after the ſame Manner : The City of London pe- 
cially,—Ta the Crown alſo, many ſuch Lands are annexed. 
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in Money, and Others in Corn. — And though 
the Quakers refuſe to pay Tithes; it is remark- 
able, notwithſtanding, that they make no Scruple 
of holding Lands under the Clergy ; and will 
frequently lend Money upon thoſe Eſtates, by 
way of Mortgage, in open Court; as though it 
were a Crime to acknowledge the Right of the 
Clergy to the Tenths of ſome Eſtates ; but no 
Crime at all to allow them the /u/! intrinſicł 
Value of Others. — And now who can doubt the 


Inſpiration of Thoſe, h promulge ſuch contra- 
diftory Doctrines? 


But the Quakers alſo object, that * zhere is no 
Parity of Reaſon between Tithes and a Rent- 
Charge fixed upon Lands; for.a Rent-Charge is 
paid by Reaſon of the Land in which it is charged 
in which he. that charged had a Property}, but 
Tithes are not paid by Reaſon of the Land, but by 
Reaſon of the Stock and Labour of the preſent 
Occupier of the Ground, &c. 


To this it may be replied; that without the 
Stock and. Labour of the Tenant, the Landlord 
8 to 
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Fer Anthony Pearſon's Great Caſe of Tithes, Page 483 
which Book is the great Bulwark of the Quakers, for their Men- 
Payment : In it all is ſaid, that can be ſaid on the Subjed. 
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tos would ſtand nearly as bad a Chance for His 


Rent, as the Incumbent for his Tithes; for it 
is often ſeen that Landlords, from the Negli- 


gence of their Tenants, loſe their Rents; though 


it more commonly happens, that where the Te- 
nant becomes tardy; the Landlord (by Diſtraint) 
pays himſelf in Kind, after the Manner of the 
Incumbent; who alſo, in 55 Turn, lets his 
Tithes frequently for a valuable Conſideration in 
Money, after the Manner of the more General 
Landlord; and this, though commonly conſi- 


dered as but a Tenth of the Eſtate ; will, I be- 


lieve, be found to be not leſs than about a Fifth of 


the neat Rent, ſuppoſing the Farm were Tithe- 


Free ; that is to fay, a titheable Farm which lets 
for eighty Pounds per annum, were it clear of 
Tithes, would let for an hundred. And where- 


1s the Difference to the Tenant, whether he pays 


this hundred a Year to r¼ . Landlords or One? 
And if the Mode were inftituted of paying the 
whole Rent in Kind; a ſtipulated Part of the 
Produce to the General Landlord, inſtead of 
Money; it would make it much ſafer for the 
Tenant ; as in ſuch Caſe, he would never pay 
more than his Crop afforded : But this would 
be inconvenient to the Landlord frequently, 
he likes to have Something more certain; 

n in caſe of a Failure of the Tenant's . 


the 
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the xt Rent in Money muſt be more injurious 
to him, than a Rent in Kind. | 


Nor is this Mode of paying Rents, and even 
Taxes in Kind, a Novelty. —It muſt have been 
the Mode antiently, when Money was but little 
known ; and the Same ſtill in Countries under 
the like Circumſtance ; which ſhews the Great 
Antiquity of Tithing. 


As for Taxes; Carver in his * New Univer- 


. fal Traveller informs us, that in Abyſſinia“e No 


« Money being uſed in the Country, the Em- 
« perour's Revenues are paid in Kind.” — Mr. 
Bruce in his Travels into that Empire, (as I 
find him cited in the + Eng/i/h Review), ſpeak- 
ing of their Farmers, aſſerts, that the Land- 
&* lord furniſhes the Seed under Condition to re- 
ce ceive Half the Produce.” —And 2y:t-Rents to 
Collegiate Bodies in this Kingdom, are ſome- 


times paid in Kind; That of Wincheſter has 


Some paid in heat, and though theſe are gene- 
rally accounted for in Money at the Time's 
Price, when due; yet I preſume, if the Warden 


and Fellows liked it better ; they might take 
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the Wheat inſtead of the Money —I have alſo 
been credibly informed that Rents are paid in 
Kind, for the moſt Part, in the Ifland of Ma- 
deira, in the Province of Canada in North 


- America, and in ſome Parts of the Auſtrian Ne- 
Ber lands. 


The Sacred Writings too of the Old and New 
Teſtament mention Cuſtoms of a ſimilar Na- 
ture: For when the Iſraelites were deſirous of 
having a King over them; Samuel by Divine 
Direction informs them, amongſt other Mat- 
ters, that a King would * take the Tenth of their 
Seed, and of their Vineyards, and + the Tenth 
of their Sheep : Doubtleſs by way of Taxation ; 
but he ſays Nothing of their Gold and Silver, 
of which, probably, in that Age, they had Little 
or None amongſt them.—Our Lord 200 in cer- 
tain of his Parables, plainly alludes to this Cuſ- 
tom of paying Taxes and Rents in Kind.—For 
in 4 St, Mark's Goſpel we read, that a certain 
Man planted a Vineyard, and ſet an Hedge about 
it, and digged a Place for the Wine-Fat, and built 
a Tower, and LET IT OUT TO HUSBANDMEN, 
and went into a far Ne. Aud at the Seaſon 


he 


» +49 * 1 


* x Sam. vii. 15. f 17. t Mark xii. 1. 
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he ſent to the Huſbandmen a Servant, that he 

 quight RECEIVE FROM the HUSBANDMEN or 

THE FRUIT OF THE VINEYARD.— The Like 

too may be diſcerned in the * Parable of the un- 

juſt Steward: For this certain rich Man is ſpoken 

of, not as a Merchant or Tradeſman, but as 

Kupiog a Lord; One who had Lands to let to 

| Others, under the Care of a Steward : Who, 
| when he ſettled Accounts with his Lord's Te- 
5 nants; did not take of them, Notes for Money 
. due on Account of Rent, as a modern Steward 
would have done; but of One of them, a Bill 


„ or Note for ſo many Meaſures of Oil; and of | 
h the Other, for a certain Number of Meaſures of ö 
;  Wheat.—Now the Former, probably, is to be | 
. conſidered as the Rent of an O/wve-Yard ; and j 
E the Latter, of a common Farm, as with us, in 
5 this Kingdom. — This Mode of paying Rent at | 
3 that Time, was cauſed, doubtleſs, by the Want = 
Ir. of Specie amongſt the Jews, of which they 5 
n might have been ſtript by the Romans, when | 
uf they conquered Judea, about thirty-ſeven Years | 
Jt + before Chriſt ; and reduced it into a Roman Pro- | 
Ns vince.— But this Scarcity of Caſh does not ſeem I | 
bn to have been the Caſe, in the Days of King | 
he * Solomon; | 

| 6! 
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Solomon ; of whom it is faid, by an Hyperbole ; 
that * he made Silver and Gold at Feruſalem as 
plentenus as Stones: And therefore we read in 
the + Canticles, that Solomon had à Vineyard 
at Baat-hamon ; he kt out the Vineyard unts 
Keepers : Every one for the Fruit thereof was l 
bring A THOUSAND PjECEs or SILVER. 


But beſides Tiches in this Kingdom, there are 
other lateral Claims on Eſtates ; ſuch as Quit- 
Rents, Widows-Thirds, and Others probably 
which eſcape my Notice.—2xi7-Rents too, as I 
have already obſerved, are ſometimes paid in 
Kind; and there may be Inſtances, doubtleſs, of 


their being claimable from Eſtates that are Tithe- 


Free.—And where Tithes are payable ; I have 
ſometimes known the Value of them leſs than 


the Quit-Rent. But the greateſt Claim of all 


upon an Eſtate rea/ly Freehold, is that made by 


the Heir at Law; who in Deſpite of his Bro- 


thers and Sifters, though all by the fame Fa- 
ther and Mother, ſhall inherit the 20e Pa- 
trimony, if the Father die ſingle and inteſ- 
ate; and for this weighty Reaſon, becauſe Be 
came into the World, the Firſt of the Family : 
| Fg | And 
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And yet perchance, this Freehold may be the 
Whole of what the Father left behind him; 
and in this Caſe, the Eldeſt Son ſhall be the 
Gentleman of the Family, and all the younger 
Branches Beggars; of which I have known In- 
ſtances. Now though I do not mean to arraign 
the Wiſdom of our Laws in this Matter ; yet 
thus much may be faid, and truly ; that the 
fame Laws which give a Sanction to this moſt 
ancient Mode of Inheritance, ſo injurious to the 
Younger Branches of Families; do alſo give a 
Sanction, in the ſame moſt ancient Manner, to 
Tithes, Quit-Rents, Widows-Thirds, &c.—And 
whilſt Freeholds are thus entailed, or otherwiſe 
given (as is moſt commonly the Caſe) to the 
Eldeſt Sons of th? Great; is it not fit that at 


leaſt ſome Eſtates ſhould be held by other Te- 


nures; Some at leaſt, (as Tithes), in ſuch Sort, 
as at the Death of the Poſſeſſors, they ſhall go 
from their Families entirely, into Others ? Be- 


_ cauſe this Policy prevents the Monopolizing reel 
Eſtates to the Enrichment of but a Few, and - 


the Impoveriſhment of a great Many? And 
hence may be ſeen the political Advantage of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Livings, ſuppoſing the Incumbents 
were to hold them as mere Secures. —Thus the 
See of Wincheſter was held formerly by Biſhop 
Hoadly ; who, after having received the Reve- 

nues 
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nues of it during his Life, and provided for 
himſelf and Family; died ; and it was then given 
to a Prelate, by no means Hie Relative; that is 
to fay, to Biſhop Thomas; who allo is fince 
dead; and now it is held by Biſhop North, the 
younger Branch of a Noble Family, diſtin& 
from Either of the Other.—And is it not pru- 
dential, that the Income of ſuch an Eſtate, 
ſhould, in ſome ſuppoſable Number of Years, 
extend it's kindly Influence, like the Sun, to 
more Families than One? Or would it be better 
| It ſhould be inveſted in ne Man only, and his 
Heirs for ever; to the utter Excluſion of every 
other Family in the World, to the End of 
Time ?—The Anſwer is perfectly eaſy, and ſuits 
equally all the other Bi/hopricks, Deaneries, Pre- 
1 25 and Jeſfſer Livings in the Nation. 


But that Variety of Tenures which is. to be 
found in this Kingdom, is perhaps preferable to 
the Eſtabliſhment of any one Sort alone ; ſeeing 
Eſtates with us, when alienated, neither do, 
nor can, in the Nature of Things, revert to 
their original Poſſeſſors, as they did amongſt the 
ancient“ Fews; None of whom held their 

Eſtates 
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Eſtates in perpetuum.—* The Land, ſaid the 
Lord, ſhall not be fold ſor ever: For the Land is 
mine, for ye are Strangers and Sojourners with 
me.—And in the former Part of the ſaid Chap- 
ter, we find that no Eſtates could be fold for a 


longer Time, than till the next Jubile: + 2 


ſhall hallow the fiftiech Year, and proclaim Li- 
berty throughout all the Land, unto all the In- 
habitants thereof; it ſball be a Fubile unto you, 
and ye ſhall return every Man unto his Poſſe/- 


ion. 


But it is impoſſible to trace out the priſtine 
Owners of Eſtates in this Kingdom, or perhaps 
in any other under the Sun : And accordingly 
different and more convenient Tenures have ori- 
ginated amongſt us, and received conſtantly the 
Sanction of the People, even from Times imme- 
morial ; which ought a/one to be conſidered as 
conſtitutional and valid. 


But let us revert, Reader, to the Conſidera- 
tion of the moſt uſual moſt Mode of Inheritance 
to Freehold Eſtates, in Caſes of Inteſtacy, and 
ofttimes otherwiſe. — That the Eldeſt Son ſhould 
| 1 inherit 
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26 An Eſay concerning Tithes,  &c. 
inherit the Whole ; the following learned“ Reaſon 
is aſſigned by Some, viz. That immediately af- 
ter his Birth, he being the only Son and un- 
doubted Heir to the whole Eſtate; it follows, 

that when a ſecond Son is born, the Elder being 
before in full Reverſion, and having done No- 
thing to incur Forfeiture ; he ought not to loſe 
any Part of his former Title.—But the Futility 
of this Argument appears plainly, if we ſuppoſe 
the % Child to be a Female: In ſuch Caſe, 
the Girl, till another Child be born, is /o/e 
Heireſs ; and yet in Spite of her beſt Behaviour, 
let a Son, be born after; and her Reverſion de- 
ſcends to this younger Male Relation: Or if ſhe 
have no Brothers, but ſeveral Siſters; Each of 


Theſe, as faſt as they enter on the Stage of Life, 
ſhare equally with her. 


And though the original Reaſon of this Par- 
tiality to the Firſt-Born, is ſo enveloped in the 
dark Clouds of Antiquity, that it cannot be 
traced out; yet we may be ſure it was not u 
adjudged. by our Forefathers of the moſt early 
Ages, without ſome better Motive than that of 
mere Seniority.— And I think the moſt likely to 

| have 
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have been his; that in thoſe Times, Land be- 
ing the principal Property of Mankind ; when 
the Father died, leaving a numerous Progeny 
behind him, the Eldeſt Son, as moſt competent 
to the Truſt, received the whole Eſtate, to the 
Intent, that he ſhould rear up (like a Parent) 
all the younger Branches of the Family ; whilſt 
the Mother (if any) received a Part of the Pro- 
duce for her Maintenance : But as there are no 
Statutes of this Kind extant ; it might be un- 
derſtood in thoſe early Ages, that * Piety and 
Filial Affection would be ſufficient Ties, with- 
out the Intervention of any poſitive Law what- 
ever. And for the ſame Reaſon probably, though 
Children in the Old Teſtament are commanded 
to honour and obey their Parents ; yet the Pa- 
rents are under no Injunction concerning their 


Children, other than Natural Affection; which 


was judged ſufficient. —F Parricide ? amongſt 
the ancient Romans, for a long Time after the 
firſt Building of the City ; had no Puniſhment 
annexed to it, on the fame Principle. They did 
not think any Child could be guilty of fo horrid 
a Crime, 
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As to Widows-Thirds ; Theſe need no Ex- 
planation.— Quit-Rents are generally underſtood, 

as being paid by way of Homage, to certain 
Lords of Manors.— And now from what has 
been ſaid; is it ſtrange, or can it be conſidered 
as an Impropriety, that there ſhould exiſt a Sort 
of Eſtate amongſt us, which, not taking in the 
Whole of any One, does (like Qy:t-Rents ), croſs 
many Others, and gathering from Each a Little, 
a Tenth, makes up an Aggregate for the Main- 
tenance, of perhaps the Younger Son of ſome 
Family, whoſe Eldeſt Brother, as Heir, is pro- 
vided for by the Paternal Eſtate ?—Why ſhould 
not this Family Inheritance yield Something, 
fay the Tithes, to the Younger Brother ; if the 
Law and other Circumſtances have ſo appointed ? 
Muſt the Elder Brother have All, and the 
Younger Nothing *—The Anſwer is of fo ob- 
vious a Nature, that I need not trouble my 
Reader with it. 


* 


And whilſt the Vbole of Frechold Eſtates are 
thus given by the Law, in many Inſtances, to 
the Heirs of Families for doing Nothing ; and 
Quit-Rents to certain Lords of Manors, for the 
like valuable Purpoſe ; who ſhall complain that 
Eſtates in Tithes, and other Eccleſiaſtical De- 
meſnes, are held by Men who do Something? 

Held 
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Held by each Man for his Life only; the Right 
of Preſentation at his Death, being inveſted in 
ſome Patron, in order to his giving it, under 
the Direction of the Laws, to ſome One whom 
he ſhall chuſe to ſelect, from amongſt a large 
Body of learned Men, as an Encouragement to 
Such as devote their Time to the Study of the 
Arts and Sciences; for the Saving the Nation 
from Ignorance and Barbariſin? And to goa Step 
further; what if theſe Men, being ſuitably ſeated 
at conyenient Diſtances through the N ation, 
ſhould be directed to communicate of their 
Learning and Knowledge at et Times, in The- 
ology eſpecially, to All around them? And fur- 
ther, that theſe learned Men, profeſſing the 
Chriſtian Religion, and a Deſire to inſtruct 
Others; ſhould, in a more eſpecial Manner, 
(after being examined and approved by Men in 
Authority), be commiſſioned and directed, as Paſ- 
tors, to preach the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; to 
adminiſter his Holy Ordinances; and lead the 
People in their Devotions? Certainly, in all 
this, there is Nothing that can be deemed un- 
juſt, impolitick, or unreaſonable. And Such, 
Reader, is, in brief, the Eſtabliſhment ſo wiſely 
founded in this Kingdom : By which Means, 
the People are diſpoſed, in a great Meaſure, to 
be governed by the Magiſtracy and the Laws; 

to 
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As to Widows-Thirds ; Theſe need no Ex- 
planation.— Quit-Rents are generally underſtood, 

as being paid by way of Homage, to certain 
Lords of Manors.— And now from what has 
been ſaid; is it ſtrange, or can it be conſidered 
as an Impropriety, that there ſhould exiſt a Sort 
of Eſtate amongſt us, which, not taking in the 
Whole of any One, does (like Qy4it-Rents ), croſs 
many Others, and gathering from Each a Little, 
a Tenth, makes up an Aggregate for the Main- 
tenance, of perhaps the Younger Son of ſome 
Family, whoſe Eldeſt Brother, as Heir, is pro- 
vided for by the Paternal Eſtate ?—Why ſhould 
not this Family Inheritance yield Something, 
fay the Tithes, to the Younger Brother ; if the 
Law and other Circumſtances have ſo appointed? 
Muſt the Elder Brother have All, and the 
Younger Nothing *—The Anſwer is of fo ob- 
vious. a Nature, that I need not trouble my 
Reader with it. 


And whilſt the Vbole of Frechold Eſtates are 
thus given by the Law, in many Inſtances, to 
the Heirs of Families for doing Nothing; and 
Quit-Rents to certain Lords of Manors, for the 
like valuable Purpoſe ; who ſhall complain that 
Eſtates in Tithes, and other Eccleſiaſtical De- 
meſnes, are held by Men who 4 Something ? 

Held 
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Held by each Man for his Life only ; the Right 
of Preſentation at his Death, being inveſted in 
ſome Patron, in order to his giving it, under 
the Direction of the Laws, to ſome One whom 
he ſhall chuſe to ſelect, from amongſt a large 


Such as devote their Time to the Study of the 
Arts and Sciences ; for the Saving the Nation 
from Ignoranceand Barbariſin. And to goa Step 


yu further ; what if theſe Men, being ſuitably ſeated 
e at conyenient Diſtances through the Nation, 
= ſhould be directed to communicate of their 
Id Learning and Knowledge at /ef Times, in The- 
g. ology eſpecially, to All around them? And fur- 
ne ther, that theſe learned Men, profeſſing the 
17 Chriſtian Religion, and a Deſire to inſtruct 
he Others; ſhould, in a more eſpecial Manner, 
"> (after being examined and approved by Men in 
ny Authority), be commiſſioned and directed, as Paſ- 


tors, to preach the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; to 
adminiſter his Holy Ordinances ; and lead the 


are People in their Devotions ? Certainly, in all 
to this, there is Nothing that can be deemed un- 
nd juſt, impolitick, or unreaſonable. And Such, 
the Reader, is, in brief, the Eſtabliſhment ſo wiſely 
hat founded in this Kingdom: By which Means, 
Je- the People are diſpoſed, in a great Meaſure, to 
g? be governed by the Magiſtracy and the Laws; 


eld | | to 


Body of learned Men, as an Encouragement to 


2 * 
r 
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to pay that Regard which is due to an Oath 
in Courts of Juſtice; to love and fear God; 
and believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And thus 
too, the Commiſſion of Crimes is frequently 
prevented. And as for Thoſe amongſt us, who 
are not well affected to this Miniſtry; let them 
remember the Reply, that was made by Our 
Lord to John, when he ſaid, Maſter, * we ſaw 
One caſting out Devils in thy Name; and we for- 
bad him, becauſe he followed not with us. But 
TFeſus ſaid unto him, forbid him not, for he that 
7s not againſt us" is for us. 


That the Chriſtian Miniſtry ought not to be 
compoſed of illiterate Men, is evident from 
hence ; that though our Lord choſe Such to ac- 
company him, as his Miniſters, during his 
Abode on Earth ; yet after his Aſcenſion, he 
then judged it improper to let them remain in a 
ſtate ſo ill adapted to their Office; and therefore 

endued them miraculouſly with the + Gift of 

Tongues : And what is not now to be obtained 
after this Sort; ought doubtleſs to be effected in 

the natural Way, by Study and Application ; 

in like Manner, as the Sick, not expecting to be 
| healed 


* Luke ix. 49% + Ads ii. Cc. 
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healed by Miracle in this Age; have Recourle 
to Medicine for Recovery. 


And it ſeems to appear, that the Miniſtry 
eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, coincides with that 
at leaſt, which was directed by St. Paul, to be 
ſettled by Titus, in the Iſland of Crete. 


* Por this Cauſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, /*f# I 
thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſft (as A LEADING 
CHuRcH-OFFICER), ſet in Order the Things , 
that are wanting, and ORDAIN Elders (Preſ- 
byters or ＋ Prieſts) in every City, as I had ap- 
pointed thee, 


And I preſume the Miniſters of the preſent 
Age, may be conſidered as having fucceeded to 
Thoſe who were thus firſt eſtabliſhed in the 
Church at large, by the Apoſtles ; but by no 


Means 


— 


* Titus i. 5. 
+ Praefts.] This Word comes to us from the French, Preftre; 
and That again from the Greek TizcoCwrep@r, Preſbyter or 
Elder: That is to ſay, Elen in Knowledge and Learning; 


though perhaps not in Vears.— The Latin Term Senator too 
affords the ſame Conſtruction nearly; as well as our Engliſh 


Word Alderman ; (i. e. Elder Man) : And as there are both 
Young Senators and Young Aldermen : Why not, by Analogy, 
Young Preſtyters or Prieſts ? 


7 
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Means any One or more of them, to the Apoſtles 
themſelves.— For amongſt other Qualifications 
neceſſary to the Apoſtolick Miſſion; it was 
eſſential, that Such-a-One ſhould have sEEN 
Our Lord PERSONALLY after his Reſur- 
rection, ſo as to be a Witneſs of that im- 
portant Article of our Chriſtian Faith.—This 
appears from Acts i. 5.; where (in Subſtance) 
it is ſaid, that in the Room of Judas, One 
muſt be ordained as an Apoſtle of Chriſt, * zo 
be a Witneſs with us (the other Eleven) of hrs 
(Our Lord's) Ręſurrection: St. Paul alſo men- 
tions this Circumſtance, as a Qualification ap- 
pertaining to 47m ; when he fays, 4 Am I not 
an Apoſtle? Am I not free? Have I NOT SEEN 
JesUus CHRIST ouR LoRD?—And as this is 
the Caſe ; what becomes of the Apoſtleſhip of 
St. Francis Xavier of the Indies, John Knox of 

Scotland, George Fox of England, with Marga- 
ret his Wife, and a certain high Claimant in 
Italy ? | 


The Want 700 of this main Criterion of ge- 
nuine Apoſtleſhip, is the Reaſon, probably, why 
neither Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, nor Titus, 
are ſo much as once ſpoken of as Apoſiles, in all 

| . the 


—— — . a — 


„„ 4 1 Core ix. Is 
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the New Teſtament ; though I think Either of 
them had at leaſt as good a Claim to the Title, 
as Jobn Knox or George Fox. — As for Females; 
it doth not appear that Our Lord ever inyeſted 
any Woman with the Apoſtolical Character; 
no, not even his Mother, the Ble Ned Virgin 
herſelf; who, of all her Sex, One ſhould ima- 
gine, would haye been the moſt likely Candi- 
date for it; if he had intended any Woman 
whatever, for that high Office; or indeed any 
Other, as a publick Miniſter in % Church. 


As for Prophets and Propheteſſes, whether in 
Orders or out ; when Theſe make their Appear- 
ance with suI TABLE CREDENTIALS; I think 
there is no reaſonable Perſon, who would not 
readily receive and honour them : But fince the 
Revelation of the Old and New Teſtament ; 
there ſeems to be much leſs need of 3 


than before; and we may therefore very rarely 
expect wen. 


But amongſt other ill Conſequences attendant 
on the Want of a ſtated Miniſtry, in a Chriſtian 
Country or Society; is This: That in ſuch 
Caſe, the People, as Chriſtians, do generally 
dwindle in their Numbers, and come to No- 
thing. And perhaps this one Circumſtance 
. F amongſt 
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amon oft Qthers, may have e e Some. 
thing to that great Declenſion amongſt the 
Quakers, of which I have ſpoken in a former 
* Treatiſe. The other Diſſenters foo, in Coun- 
try-Places where they are thinly ſettled, and 
incapable of ſupporting Miniſters, have moſtly, 
met with the ſame Fate; whilſt in large trading 
Cities and Towns, where they can afford them- 
ſelves Paſtors of Erudition and Eloquence, they 
ſtand their Ground. And as to. Nations at 
large; Gordon in his + Geographical Grammar, 
ſpeaking of the Religion of Nubia, aſſerts, 
this ſpacious Country was once Chriſtian ; ; 
e but the Miniftry failing, the Inhabitants, for 
Want of Paſtors, fell off from Chri/tiantty, 
% and in Proceſs of Time became either ſtrict 
% Mahometans, or groſs Idolaters. - Arch- 
biſhop” Tillotſon too, ſays exactly the 1 Thing 
of that Nation: His Words are, that“ the. 
ee large Region of Nubia, which had (as is 
« thought) from the Apoſtles Time profeſſed 

e the 


_ ; 


4 


: * 


„ 


» * the 9 ary to M tu in ha 0 2 of 
| Fejys Grit. s | | 
+ Page 323. 
1 In his Rule of- Faith, at the End of bis Falis Volume of 
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i the Chriſtian Faith, hath within theſe hun- 
* fifty Vers, for * Want of Miniſters, 
© quitted Chriſtianity, and is partly revolted 


« to Heatheniſm, Li fallen f to Ma- 
L hometaniſm. ad 


Having thus demonſtrated the certain ill Con- 
ſequence attending the Want-of a ſtated Mini- 
ſtry; I ſhall in the next Place ſhew from. the 
Sacred Writings, the Propriety of maintaining a 
Claſs of Men ſolely for the Miniſtration of the 


Goſpel, as oppoſed to the Notion of the Quakers, 
200 have no Juch Inſtitution amongſt them ; and 
reprobate it in Others. 


. Of the Settlement in the Iſland of Crete, 8 
have ſpoken already; to which I refer. But 


the Apoſtle directed alſo, that the Miniſters of 


Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be ſo far Men of Leiſure, 
as to be able to apply their Time principally, to 
the Diſcharge of the Paſtoral Office; as the 
main Concern of their Lives. For after denoe 
minating Timothy, à good Soldier of Fefus Chriſt 
he adds, | No Man that warreth, entangleth 
. OF 
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The 2 cites 1 from the Xthiopic Eiter 17 
Alvarez. 


1 2 Tin. ii; 4. 
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. himſelf with the Aﬀpairs of this L ife ; that be 
may pleaſe him who hath thoſen him to be a Sol- 
dier. And as this is expected to be the Caſe in 
the Church; can it be thought that her Mini- 
[nl ſters, any more than other Men, ſhould live 
18 by the Air only? No, faith the Apoſtle ; For 
if * who goeth a Warfare any Time at his own 
Charges? Who planteth a Vineyard, and eateth 
not of the Fruit thereof ? Or who feedeth a 
Fhck, and eateth not of the Milk of the Flock ? 
All which ſeems obliquely to allude to Tithes, 
and that the Miniſtry might more properly be 
maintained from the Flochs, the Herds, and the 
Wl | Fruits of the Farth, after the Manner of the 
1 ancient Patriarchs; than from Gold or Silver, 
| of which the Apoſtle ſays Nothing. —His Ex- 
poſition r of the Precept concerning the + Ox 
that treadeth out the Corn, wears an Aſpect of 
the ſame Kind.—And again ; + if we have 
so “ ́ unto you ſpiritual Things, is it a great 
Thing that we ſhall REAP your carnal Things? 
Here is a plain Alluſion to Seed-Time and Har- 
veſt. And the Text following next after, re- 
fers in like Manner, to the T:thes or Means, by 
. which the Yew:!/h Priethaad, Temple and W, or 


* x Or. ix. 7. + Perſe , and t Fer: I, 


* 
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ip were maintained and ſupported : * Dos you 
not know (faith the Apoſtle) hat they which mi- 
niſter about holy Things, live of the Things of the 
7 emple : ? And they which wait at the Altar, are 
Partakers with the Altar? To which he adds, 
Þ+ even $0 (Obro, Ita, thus, in ſuch Sort, by that 
Means }, hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


Thus this Great Eccle/iaftical Legiflator en- 
joins, in the ſtricteſt Manner, a Maintenance 


or the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; and though 


he preſcribes no certain Mode; yet that of Tith- 
ing, ſeems to have the Preference with him, if we 
may judge from the Texts laſt recited, and his 
Alluſions in them. 


But 4 Some of the Quakers object, that by 
living upon the Geſbel is meant only, that Mini- 
fters ſhould be Alive in the Goſpel; or in other 


Terms, that they ſhould be pious, faithful Men. 


To this I anſwer: Would the Apoſtle, in 
ſuch Caſe, have ſubjoined to the Text laſt 
quoted; & But I have uſed none of theſe Things. 

p Neither 


a. 
_— ſl er. en —_— A _— 


_ 


7,0 x Gor. ix: af. + Perſe 14. r Thomas Challley. 


8 1 Oor. ix. 15. 
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Neither have I <oritten thefe Things, that 15 
ſpould oy done unto me. 


They object alſo, Unt the bad 2 
Queſtion is a forced Maintenance. 


But I hope it is no Crime, for Men to have 
Recourſe to the Laws of the Realm, for the Re- 
covery of their Property, when denied them : 
A Property which was given them nearly a 
thouſand Years ago; and has the Sanction of 
the Kinc, Lorps and Commons of GREAT 
BRITAIN: Or if my Reader muſt needs have 
it ſo; let him confider the Tithes and other 
Emoluments holden by the Clergy of the 
Church of England, as the TREE Grier of a 
Parliament repreſenting A FREE PEoPLE; and 
as the- Reward of their publick Service and 
Miniſtry. * Preely ye have received, freely 
give.—F The Workmon is worthy of his Meat; 
and + the Labourer of his Hire.—Now. how i is 
on Maintenance forced ? 

ur let it be noted; that Thoſe who gave 
the Tithes f in ancient Times, were a diſtinct Set 


Mal. x. 8. | + Perſe 10. | : Luke x, 7 


An Eſſay concerning Tither, &c, 39 


of Men from Such as pay them no; ſeeing 
Theſe only ay what the former gave: And 
pow ſuppoſe I have Money in my Banker's 
Hands, and ſhould be diſpoſed to give Some of 
it, to any Purpoſe whatever; what is 7hat to the 
Banker? Inſtead of raiſing Quibbles about my 
Application of the Money; he has Nothing to 
do, but to honour my Draught: And thus 
when the Farmer pays a Part of his Rent in 
Kind, that is to ſay, the Tithes of the Eſtate 
which he occupies, ta ſome Perſon, to whom 
the Same ſhall have been given, by the Patron 
of the Advowſon, and the Laws ; why ſhould 
he raiſe Objections and refuſe Payment in this 
Caſe, any more than the Banker in the Other ? 
Becauſe if no Tithes were to be paid for this 
Land, and the Farmer be a Renter ; it is evident 
he would have an advanced Rent to pay, pro- 
portionate to what he ſhall fave by the Non- 
Payment of the Tithes. Or if the Occupier be 
the Owner, and the Eſtate, titheable z it is plain, 
Py that whether ſuch Eſtate were given to him, or 
purchaſed by him ; yet the Tithes, by the Laws, 
are held back, as no Part of his Property; as 

Something to be paid ta Another, either in 
Kind, or by a Compoſition in Money: For 
ſurely there can be no Landlord or 'Fenant fo 
_ filly, as not to perceive the Difference, betwixt 
. iche. 


. EY 
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a titheable and non-titheable Eſtate; and not 
make an Allowance in the Price or Rent ac- 
cordingly, eicher more or leſs, as the Caſe may 
e 
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But the Quakers complain of the depra ved 
Characters of Some of the Clergy, 


With the Apoſtle, I anſwer; * In @ great 
Houſe there are not only Veſſels of Gold, and of © 
8itver, but alſo of Wood, and of Earth; and 
Some to Honour, and Some to Diſbonour. But 
this Text is equally applicable to the Preachers 
amongſt the Quakers themſelves; for I ſeri. 

_ ouſly affirm from mine own Knowledge, that in 
Proportion to their Numbers, 7 beſe, whilſt I 
was in Communion with them, afforded as many 
depraved Characters to the full, as are to be 

met with amongſt any other Claſs of Preachers 
in this Kingdom: And who would expect other- 
wiſe ? Are not their Preachers Men (and Women 
as well as Others? — And therefore to any One 
of them, making this Reflection, it may be re- 
plied ; + why beboldeſt thou the Mote that is in 


2 Tim. il. 20. + Aut, vii. 3. 


a2 Time of Danger, I bey ALL. forſook him and 


* cipline of the Church, that Enquiry be made 


thought to have amounted to forty thouſand. In Scotlahd they 


- 
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thy Brother's Eye, but conſidereſt not the Beam 
that is in thine own Eye? 


| 
The * eſtabliſhed Clergy of this Kingdom | 
may be reckoned, at a moderate Computation, 
not leſs than about + twenty thouſand: And it 
would be ſtrange if there were not amongſt 
them, ſome ordinary Characters, when we con- 
ſider, that of the #welve Apoſtles who accom- 
panied Our Lord, during his Abode on Earth, 
there was, even in this nal Number, One, 
who was a Thief and a Traitor; and fold his 
Maſter, for ſo pitiful a Price as thirty Pieces of 
S:hver..—Another denied him.—And once, in 


fied. 


$ © Nevertheleſs, it appertaineth to the Diſ- 


'e- cc of 


* See Note VI. 


+ Twenty thouſand, &c.] The full Number of the Quakers 
in England will, I think, ſcarcely reach ſo high as ffteen 
thouſand. —Though at the Acceſſion of George I. they were 


are nearly extinct.— Of Ireland I know Little; but believe” 
there are many more there, chan! in Scotland. 7 * 7K 
t Mark xiv. 50. | — * 


$ Article XX/1, 7 the Church f Englond: 
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„of Evil Miniſters, and that they be accuſed 
„ by Thoſe that have Knowledge of their Of- 


1 fences: And finally being found guilty, by 


« juſt Judgment be depoſed.” —But I ſhall Cen 
venture to add, that whatever may be the Num- 
ber of Theſe, it is certain the Good and Merito- 
r10us exceed them abundantly.—Farther ; 


The Quakers, in their Writings, reproach the 
eftabliſhed Clergy, with the ill-natured Appellation 


o Hirelings. 


But this Term, in the New Teſtament, is 
uſed as well in a good Senſe, as a bad One. — In 
the firſt Senſe, it is applicable to all pious Chriſ- 
tians in general; as may be ſeen in the Begin- 
ning of the twentieth Chapter of Sr. Matthew's 


Goſpel ; where the Elect, like Moſes, are conſi- 


dered as having * Reſpe& unto the Recompence of 


the Reward : And Our Lord applied it 96/:quely 


in the beſt Senſe alſo, to the Seventy, when he 
ſent them forth, and faid to them, + the La- 
bourer is worthy of his Hire, —But the Quakers, 
when they uſe this Term, in ſpeaking of the 
Clergy at large; mean it in that Sad Senſe, as 


found in Þ Sr. John's Goſpel, where the Hire- 


ling 


—_ 


* Heb. xi. 26. + Lukex. 7. 1 Jobn x. 12, 13. 
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ling is deſcribed as a Man of Delinguency.— How 
far this might be applicable to Some of the 
Clergy, in a Time of Trial, I cannot pretend 
to determine ; but certainly it ought not to be 
applied to any One whomſoever, before he has 
been found guilty.— The following is the Text 
deſcribing this bad Character: 


* The Hireling fleeth, becauſe he is an Hire- 
ling and CARETH NOT FOR THE SHEEP, 


Now it will follow, that He w4o DdoTH CARS 


for the Sheep, is not an Hireling, in that repro- 


bate Senſe of the Word, as the Quakers apply 
it, to all the Clergy indifferently.— But are there 
no Inſtances amongſt us, of Paſtors caring for 
their Flocks ? It is certain there were Some for- 
merly, who, ſo far from fleeing, laid down their 
Lives in their Cauſe : Witneſs Thoſe inthe Ma- 
rian Perſecution, when Latimer, Ridley, and 
other Biſhops and Miniſters of the Engliſi 
Church, ſuffered in the Flames.—And who ſhall 
call theſe vENERABLE MaARTYRs, by the re- 
proachful Name of Hire/ings? Nor is it to be 


doubted, but were a fimilar Perſecution to 


G 2 | happen 
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happen again (which God avert), we ſhould 
find among them, Men of equal Firmneſs with 
their Predeceſſors; who would ſtand forth for 
Chriſt, with pious Reſignation to whatever might 
befal them, even at the Hazard of their Lives: 
For as many of them have been formerly, ſo 
there are amongſt them now, Some of the 
brighteſt Ornaments of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and the ableſt Advocates for it. 


But Barclay, in his Zeal againſt Tithes, 
(though he acknowledges they were * AN- 
« CIENTLY' GIVEN Oy tbe People” , recom- 
mends that hey return again into the publick 
« Treaſure; and thereby the People may be greatly 
benefitied by them, for that they may ſupply for 
thoſe publick Taxations and Impoſitions that 
* are put upon them, and may eaſe themſelves of 
ce hem. And whoever call or appoint Teachers 
* to themſelves, let them accordingly entertain 
* them. | 


1 


0 


£ 


* 


And , when John Bull has given his Son 
Martin an Eſtate; it ſeems Job in his Vagaries, 
many Years after, without any Offence, is 70 
Tate 


1 * 


* In his Apology, Page 340. 


An Eſſay concerning Tithes, &. 45 


take it away again.— I know not what Marti 
might think of ſuch a Conduct; but were my 
Father to treat me in this Manner, I ſhould 
think him either crazy or ſuperannuated ; and 
call it Children's Play, —If this be lawful and 
proper; I think it is high Time to delete the 
Words 61vE and GIVEN, from our Dictionaries, 
as Terms of no Meaning. 


That the Legiſlature has a Power to do as 
Barclay recommends, 1s not to be doubted ; and 
yet we ought not to call this Power, a RIGHT; 
unleſs we mean by it, a Right to do Wrong; 
though, in ſuch Caſe, we ſhould recollect roa, 
that our King, Lords, and Commons have @ 
Right to do Right, —as well as to do Wrong; 
and this Auguſt Body, I hope, will ever prefer 
Juſtice to Iniquity ; as well in the Caſe before 
us, as in all Others, | 


For certainly it muſt be wrong, to confiſcate 
the entire Eſtates of many thouſands of unoffend- 
ing Families, by way of * ea/ing other People of 
ihe public Taxations, as hath been lately done 


_— 
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See Note, No. V. 
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in France; and as is recommended by Barclay 
and the Quakers, 


But why facrifice the Clergy at the Altar of 
the Publick, rather than any other Claſs of 
Landed People; or the Funded Proprietors of 
_ upwards of tu hundred Millions ? — What 
Crime have our modern Clergy committed, to 
merit ſuch Treatment more than other Men ?— 
Pardon the Expreſſion; but to conſider them as 
a Tribe; it is the pooreſt of all the Tribes of our 
(Engliſh) Iſrael ; as their Widows and Orphans 
do abundantly teſtify. 


But this Scheme of the Quakers it is eaſy to 
be perceived, would accord exactly with the 
Syſtem inſtituted in the Province of Pennfy/- 
wania ; where, at its firſt Peopling, in the Year 
1681, the Fee-Simple of an Acre of Ground 
was worth no more than a few Shillings, and 
conſequently would not bear Tithing ; ſeeing 
the Tithes, in ſuch Caſe, would have amounted 
annually to much more than the Value of the 
whole Eſtate.— But the Caſe is widely different 
in England, where the Fee-Simple of an Acre of 
titbeable Land ſhall be worth thirty Pounds 
Sterlin g . and E twice or 

r thrice 
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thrice that Sum.—Beſides, were this Kingdom 


to be put on ſuch a Footing as Barclay propoſes, 


and as is exactly the Caſe amongſt the Pennſyi- 
vanians, we ſhould, like -them, have large 
Tracts of peopled Territory, in different Parts 
of the Nation, without any Inſtruction or Reli- 


gion whatever ; and thus the Inhabitants, by De- 


grees, would ſink into a State of the deepeſt Bar- 
bariſm, and become altogether unfit either to go- 
vern or to obey: And the numerous Clergy now 
eſtabliſhed, (generally the Younger Sons of gen- 
teel Families), would find themſelves obliged to 


betake themſelves to other Callings for a Main- 


tenance; Many of them perhaps to Law and 
Phyfck ; which would ſo overburden theſe Pro- 
feſſions, as to make them ſcarce worth the fol- 


 lowing.—And as for giving up the Tithes, and 


other Eccleſiaſtical Demeſnes to the Treaſury, 
in order to eaſe the People {the Great eſpecially ) 
of their Taxes ; This would be the fame Thing 
as putting the real Value of them into their 
Pockets at once; for there it would eventually 


centre, in the ſame Manner, as though (regard- 
leſs of the Treaſury) all the Lands in the King- 


dom were to be made Tithe-free; a Method 


which the Quakers would like better, for Rea- 


ſons of an obvious Nature; and which indeed is 
principally their Meaning; for as to Wars and 
8 = 1 ightings 


4 An Eſay concerning Tithes, &c. 
Figbtings (if T may ſpeak their e they 
care very little about them. 


The bad Policy of ſuch an Abolition „I ſhall 
in the next Place endeavour to demonſtrate. 

The late Anthony Collins, Eſq; One of the 
Authors of the Independent Whig, aſſerts in that 
* Work, that the Revenue of the Clergy by 
© Means of Lands, Tithes, Rents, Salaries; 
% Fees, and Perquiſites, is ſuppoſed to amount 
% to + two Millions per Annum. And if this 
were the Caſe in the Year 1720, when that Book 
was written; it muſt be abundantly more now, at 
the Diſtance of ſeventy Years ; ſecing Lands 
and their Produce are increaſed much in their 
Value ſince that Time. Now ſuppoſing only a 
conſiderable Part of this Revenue, by the Abo- 
lition of Tithes (and the Seiſure of other De- 
meſnes), 


* — 1 — — — — — 0 — 


M. XXI. 

+ Two Millions, &c.] If this were the entire Income of 
the eſtabliſhed Clergy of the Church of England, in 1720, 
and we adjudge their Number at twenty thouſand, it was ex- 
actly one Hundred per Annum to each Clergyman,—As for the 
Inequality of Livings ; it is a Matter which concerns the 


Clergy ozly : Though it is certain they labour the Cheaper on 


he Account. 
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meſnes), to fall into the Eſtates of the Great 
and the Rich, ſo as to become tbeir Property, 
in Addition to thoſe large Poſſeſſions in Land, 
which they have already; it would, in ſome 
diſtant Age, place their Deſcendants ſo much 
above the lower Orders of the People, as to de- 
ſtroy that Equilibrium which ought to be main- 
tained betwixt them, and reduce the Commonalty 


to a State of Slavery. — And this to might ter- 


minate in a Monopoly of Land; as the Greater 
Landholders would probably buy up all the 
leſſer Frecholds in the Kingdom, and thus ac- 
guire the /o/e Influence and Management of 
County-Elections.— And with Property bus in 
the Hands of 2 Few; Eſtates would be let at 
higher Rents ; Proviſions be conſequently 
dearer ; and the Number of the Poor increaſed ; 


and from that very Increaſe, their Labour be 


cheaper. From ſuch deep Poverty o, and 
Want of Inſtruction, our Gaols would be filled 
with Criminals, and afford /arge — of New 
Settlers to Botan y-Bay. 


Whether this be mere Conjecture or not ; we 


will make the Experiment: Not by conſidering 


what #wo Millions would amount to, but a tenth 


Part of that Sum only ; ſay to hundred thouſand 
Pounds, at compound Intereſt, for a Century. 


H Asad 
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(And I can't ſee why I may not be allowed to 
Alculate, m— 0 * 1 1 1 as * 
14 19 L © * | 


1 We will fuppoſe the ue Half of Ane 
faſt as it reached the Hinds of the it Land- 
holders in the Kingdom, to be again laid out in 
Land at thirty Years Purchaſe; which ſhall again 
double in every thirty Years: The other Half 
we will imagine ſhall be placed in the Funds, and 
yield four per Cent. Intereſt, to double in every 
twenty Vears.— On the Average, this would make 
a Doubling every twenty-five Vears. Now two 
hundred \ thouſand Pounds only (not #400 Mi. 
lions doubled four Times running, will give us 
the neat Yearly Income, as it would ftand at the 
End of another Century, growing propor- 

tionately through that whole Interval of Time: 

And this amounts to the enormous Sum of three 
illian c hundred thouſand Pounds per An- 
num And reckoning This as the Intereſt of 
ſome certain Principal, at three and a Half per 
Cent. (for I conſider the Land as paying Free, 

and the Specie as paying Four per Cent. ſo as to 
average at -tbrce and a half; it gives a Capital 
of upwards of ninety one million four hundred 
thouſand Pounds; to be annexed in one hundred 
Years, to the Eſtates, Real and Fenſenal. of the 
3 2 Nobility 
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Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom, gradually 
increaſing Year after Vear, by compound Inte- 

reſt, from the Time of the Abolition of Tithes 

and other Ecclefiaſtical Demeſnes, to the End 
of the Century in Queſtion.— And this, Reader, 
is but a Four Part of Tinh whale Evil. 


As for thoſe Nations, where no Tithes are 
paid; their Clergy are ſupported, moſt com- 
monly, by Land (as in Scotland) appropriated 
ſolely to their Uſe, which makes the Difference 
ſcarcely perceptible: .—Befides; the Riches of 
Scotland centre in England for the moſt Part; 
in the Metropolis eſpecially. 


But real Eſtates in few Kingdoms are of near 
the Worth as in England ; her Metropolis being 
become the Centre of all the Gold and Silver 
in Europe, / and the Nation, probably, the richeſt 
in the World. Now this Superabundance of 


Specie has enhanced the Price of our Lands, 


and I might even venture to add, of our Provi- 
ſions alſo. And Land being ſo highly valuable 


with us, we ſhould take Care to keep it from 


being en groſſed by a few Great People, in conſe- 
quence of that Abolition of which I have been 


ſpeaking. For though I ſhall not put to Proof 


the Honour and a = We fad Gran 
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Poſſeſſions in Land and other Wealth, accom+ 
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panied with proportionate growing Power, to be 
handed down to their Succeſſours in Devolution, 
for a Century to come; would intoxicate theſe 
future Deſcendants, with ſo much Pride and In- 
ſolence, as to produce the greateſt Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion in the Kingdom: And though it 
might be borne with patiently, for many Years, 
by the lower Orders of the People; yet, feeling 
their Burdens increaſe, and animated by ſome ex- 
'piring Notions of Britiſh Liberty; they would 
be apt, at length, 70 rouſe, and by ſome violent 
Concuſſion, like an Earthquake, to ſhake down 
the momftrous Fabrick, and enforce the ancient 
* Licinian Law, We 


And thus this GREAT and MIGHTY AR1s- 
'TOCRACY (as | Horact faid of Rows), 
would be ruined with its own Strength! 


In fine, Reader, I have fi ully « demonſtrated the 
Sound Policy of ſupporting Tithes and other 
fAirilar Demeſnes, in this Kingdom; and the 


4 
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Cee Kennet's PP 71 Rome, Page 920 in which 
| there are Paſſages well worth Notice. 


+ 4 Suis et igſa Roma Vi iribus ruit. 
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fill founder Policy of appropriating them, as | 


Lifehold Eſtates, to the Maintenance of a Claſs 
of learned Men, placed by Authority, at conve- 
nient Diſtances thraugh the Nation ; who ſhall 
inſtruct che People in the Principles of the 
* Chriſtian Religion, and lead them in the Wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God ; to the Prevention of 
Crimes, and the Eſtabliſhment of pure, uncor- 
rupted Evidence in our Courts of Juſtice ; agree- 
able to the Syſtem exhibited, in the farmer Part 
of this Eſſay, 


„ * 2 * . 1 OY * 


* See Note VIII. 


THE END. 


” 
* 1 F = 
. * * 
rr 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1} 
7 
0 
_ 


r ETSY ate 4.6 


—_— - 


— — 


_ — — — 


— 


—— — 


— 


— — 


—— — 


_ — 


„ ͤ—?— ́ͥä— — „ — — - _—— 222 1 — — — 


— — - - — cM, ——— — . N | 1 * 4 — Hou 1 
— e rr N . ² A ] wůày1 r 


. * * * 
- BE, +5, —v * 
* * 


MOT ES. 


1 


— — — 
— — = 


I. 


Page 2, Oath.) The Quakers ground the II- 
legality of taking an Oath in Courts of Juſtice, 
on Matt. v. 34. and James v. 12. But One 
would think for the ſame Reaſon, they ſhould 
object to having their Cauſes tried by Jurors: For 
why, my Friend, wouldſt thou pay twelve Men for 
fwearmsg, when thou wilt not ſwear thyſelf ? 


But the Text, Matt. v. 34. is beſt under- 
ſtood, by the Comment which our Lord, by his 
own Example, made on it, when he was /wors 
by the High Prieſt, before the Jewiſh Sanhe- 


drim, in the following Form: * I apjure 


thee by the living God, that thou tell us, whe- 
ther thou be the Chriſt the Son of God. For 


obſerve, Reader, he did not refuſe the Oath 


when tendered to him, and demand to be heard 
l on 
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on his bare Aſir mation, as though he were a 


Quaker; and conſequently he meant only by the 
Text in Queſtion, to forbid Swearing in common 
Converſation ; and this Precept being thus qua- 
lified by himſelf, in his own Conduct; it ſeems 
to imply, that Many of the other Precepts in 
his Sermon on the Mount, are to be underſtood 


In the ſame qualified Manner. 


"'EZOPKIZQ LE; ADJURO TE; I SWEAR 
THEE. f 


It is remarkable, that in ſo obvious a Caſe, 
our Tranſlators ſhould not have rendered it in 
plain Engliſh, swr Ak, inſtead of apjuRE ; as 
it would have placed the Matter beyond a Doubt, 
and prevented Diſſention; for George Fox 
(the Founder of Quakeriſm), being an illiterate 
Man, it 1s likely he did not know the exact 
Meaning of the Word Adjure: And the Holy 
Spirit, it is plain, did Nothing for him in the 
Buſineſs ; though he profeſſed himſelf to be led 
and guided by it, in all his Religious Prin- 
ciples. Co 


This Cuftom of ſwearing the Perſon arraigned, 
though it be not the Practice of our Britiſh 
Courts; yet in ſome Kingdoms it is.— The Au- 
. Hs thor 
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thor of * Les Murs ſays, that + * Tis the 


Practice of almoſt every Court of Judicature” 


{in France) © to make the Perſon accuſed, 
«*« ſwear, before he is interrogated, that he will 
*« anſwer Nothing but the Truth; and this even 
* when he is charged with a capital Crime“. 
Limborcb allo in his # Hiſtory of the Inquijfition 
aſſerts, that when the Criminal enters the Com t, 
* The Inquiſitor fits on his right Hand: On 
&* the Table near the Criminal lies a Miſſal, or 
* Book of the Goſpels, and he is ordered to lay 
* his Hand on One of them, and to ſwear that 
* he will declare the Truth, and keep Secrecy.” 
—Now the Artaignment of Chriſt before the 


A 


Sanhedrim, is perfectly ſimilar to the Caſe laſt 


mentioned; and Our Lord, the Priſoner, was 
ſworn accordingly. 


But though the Quakers object to ſwearing 


judicially; yet they ſeem inadvertently to have 


introduced an Oath (or Something much like 


it), into their Form of Marriage; which begins 


thus; Friends, IN THE FEAR OF THE 
„% LoRD, and Before this Aſſembly, I take this 


1 2 «cc my 
— — | . — — 
Publiſbed in Engliſh in 1751. 
C: Page 137. 2 
p Fol. II. Page 149. 
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* my Friend A. B. 70 be my Wi ife, &c. For 
an Oath, fays Dr. Johnſon in his Dictionary, 
(and he cites it from Lord Bacon), is * an A 
« firmation, Negation, or Promiſe, corroborated 
« by the Atteſtation of the Divine Being. 


_ Formerly their Affirmation in our Courts of 
Juſtice, began with, IN THT PRESENCE OF 
Gop; but this, after ſome Time, was objected 
to; and they got it altered : And now it runs 
thus: I, A. B. Do soLEMNLY, SINCERELY, 
AND TRULY AFFIRM AND DECLARE, &C.— 
So that formerly the Quakers gave their Evi- 
dence before the Magiſtrate, in the Preſence of 
God ; but ht Form not pleaſing them, on Ac- 
count of its Proximity to an Oath ; it ſhould 
ſeem as if they thought they now gave it behind 
bis Back ; or where be did not fee them. 


W 

Page 13, Biſhopricks, &c.] They have, in 
the City of Wincheſter, under the Juriſdiction 

of the Biſhop of that See, a Court of Juſtice 
1 eſtabliſhed, which they call the Cheney Court; 
where Cauſes are tried by Jury, betwixt the In- 
habitants of certain Diſtricts in that Dioceſe.— 
Theſe Diſtricts are not generally large ; neither 
do they compriſe the Whole of the Dioceſe, nor 


join 
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join all together; but are detached the One 
from the Other. — And Tradition ſays that this 
Court is fo called from the French, un Chene, 


an Oak, or rather from une Chenaye, a Grove 


of Oaks; becauſe it was formerly held openly in 
a Place of this Sort.— If ſo, it ſeems to have 
been an Inſtitution originally Druzdical ; ſeeing 


the Oak was held facred by that Order of Men 


and therefore on the firſt Converſion of that Part 
of the Kingdom from Heatheniſm to Chriſti- 
anity ; it appears probable, that certain Domains 
belonging to the Chief Druid, might have been 
taken from him, and annexed to the See of 
Wincheſter : Or they might have been made to 
devolve to the Biſhop, on the Demiſe of the laſt 
Heathen Pontiff, as a ſuitable Appendage to the 
Epiſcopal Office and Dignity. 


III. 


Page 4, The Morals of the People, &c.] If 1 
am informed rightly, it is the Opinion of Some 
profeſſing Chriſtianity, called Antinomians; that 


* provided a Man believe in Fefus Chriſt, he may 


lead his whole Life in a conſtant Courſe of Wicked- 
neſs, ans yet be ſaved ; and in Support of ſuch 
Doctrine, 


—ͤͤ— 
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* But the Quaters are perfectly clear of this flrange Doc- 


trine. 
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Doctrine, they quote ſeveral Texts; amongſt 
Others, This following : * 4 Man is juſtified 
by Faith without the Deeds of the Law. 


Nov, if by the Deeds or Works of the Law, 
they mean (with the Apoſtle), the Rite of Cir- 
cumcifion, the Keeping the Fewiſb Faſt and Feaſts, 
the Obſervation of the Levitical Law concerning 
Sacrtfices, Purifications, &c. I know of no Chriſ- 
tian, in theſe Parts of the World, who will not 
readily agree with them. But if by this Term 
they mean the Decalogue, and that Men may 
live in the con/tant Violation of it, and yet be 
faved by Faith notwithſtanding ; it is denied 
them : For the ten Commandments, excepting 
one, are all of them Negative Precepts ; con- 
ſequently not a Law of Works.—They do not 
tell Men what hey ſhould do, but what hey 
ſhould not do.—The fifth Commandment is in- 
deed affirmative ; but to honour One's Father 
and Mother, is fo far from being a Work, that 
it muſt afford Pleaſure to an ingenuous Mind ; 
eſpecially as a particular Promiſe is annexed to 
it. And as to the other nine Commandments ; 
ba. are ſo far from ung any Work to be 
done; 


* » — 8 * - » ö 
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* Rom. ili. 28. 
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done; that they really cut off a * Deal.— 


As for Example: 


1. 
T hou ſhalt have none other Gods but me. 


Now it muſt be much leſs Vor to worſhip 
one God, than four or five hundred, after the 


Manner of the ancient Greets and Romans. 


2. 


Thou fhalt not make to thyſelf any graven 
Image, &c. Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, 
vor worſhip them. 


Here is much Jork faved again: And the 


like may be ſaid of the ird Commandment : 


—But the fourth, in an eſpecial Manner, com- 
mands a Reſt from all Sorts of Work, above 


ſeven Weeks in the Years. —And my Reader, on 


examining the other five Precepts, will find 
them all quadrate with the four laſt mentioned; 
and conclude with me, that the Decalogue is not 
a Law of Works; and that this Term is to be 
confined /5/ely to thoſe Parts of the Jewiſh Ri- 
tual, which enjoin Something to be done ; as 
in the Caſe of Circumciſion, Purification, Offer- 


ruſalem three Times a Year, &c. 


IV. Page 


mg Sacrifices, Appearing before the Lord in Fe- 
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Page 24, Fews, &e.] From Circumciſion 
amongſt the Mahometans, Nothing critical can 
be gathered ; as their Religion was firſt broached 
by an Impoſtor, and is propagated principally 
by the Sword. But with the Jews, the Caſe is 
otherwiſe ; for it does not appear that they were 
commanded to promulge their Religion to other 
Nations ; and, therefore, though they do not 
refuſe to admit ſuch Proſelytes into their Reli- 
gion, as offer themſelves of their own Accord; 
yet we hear not of any Miſſionaries having been 
ſent out by them, at any Time, for the Purpoſe 
of converting Mankind to the Jewiſh Faith.— 
And whatever may be conſidered, in the Chriſ- 
tian Syſtem, as the Antitype of Circumciſion ; 
yet to me, it appears, that their Legiſlator in- 
tended it principally, for keeping them a ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct People from all Others; becauſe 
few Men would be willing to become Jews, un- 
der the ſharp Sentence of Circumciſion. 


Mere ſome modern Rabbi (like a Methodiſt 
Preacher), to mount the Roftrum on Tower- 
Hill, and declare to his Audience; * Unlzſs ye be 

circumciſed 
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circumciſed, after the Manner of Moſes, ye can- 


not be ſaved; inſtead of making Proſelytes, I be- 


lieve he would be more likely to get himſelf 
hooted (perhaps pelted) from the Place, by the 
Populace of both Sexes. 


V. 


Page 45, Publick Taxations, &c.] But when 
the Government want Money ; why would they 
facrifice (as I have already faid) any one Order of 
Men in particular, merely to eaſe Others ?—The 
Enormity of the National Debt is indeed a 
Matter that cannot be doubted ; and yet per- 
haps it is not ſo great an Incumbrance in Reality, 
as it ſeems to appear; ſeeing Money, at this 
Time, in the Funds, (notwithſtanding the 
* Rumour of a War) does not yield a greater In- 
tereſt, than about four per Cent. And were the 
whole Debt to be paid off (ſuppoſing that poſ- 
fible) ; what could the People do with their 


| Money ?—It would be to make Silver and Gold 


in London like + Jeruſalem of old, as plonteous 


as Stones; and enhance the Value of our Lands, 
and with it the Price of Proviſions, ſo as to 


ſtarve all the lower Orders of the People. For 
| M1 | = had 


*In October, 1790. | + 2 Ghran. i. 15. 
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had we as many Ounces of Gold in this King- 
dom, as there are Ounces of Proviſions; it is 
lain, that every Ounce of Proviſions would ap- 
proach nearly to the value of an Ounce of Gold; 
for when a Man /e/ls Proviſions, he buys Mo- 
ney ; and the more there is of the Latter in the 
Kingdom, the cheaper it muſt be. | 


And yet the Reduction of the National Debt, 
is, in ſome Meaſure, a deſirable Object; though 


perhaps, for the Reaſons juſt given, it might 


be imprudent to reduce it to a lower Sum, than 
tuo hundred Millions: Now to accompliſh ſuch 
Reduction; what if there were a General Cenſus 
on the Whole of Eſtates, Real and Perſonal, 
through the Kingdom. Not to be ceſſed all at 
one Time, for obvious Reaſons : But by cauſ- 
ing all Executors and Adminiſtrators to exhibit 
into ſome Court, at an eaſy Expence, the whole 
Value of ſuch Eſtates, as fell into their Hands, 
in conſequence of their Adminiſtration ; whence 
Parliament might ſelect, by an Act made for 
that Purpoſe, as much as they might ſee meet. 
— And if theſe Exhibitants were made to declare 
ONLY, that their Exhibitions were not /z/5 than 
the real Value of ſuch Eſtates ; we ſhould fre- 
quently have Accounts delivered into Court, of 
of more than People had really died worth ; in 

| order 


der 
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order to aggrandize the Legatees, in the Opi- 


nion of the Publick; and this would give Riſe to 


a new Species of Smuggling, much to the Ad- 
vantage of Government. 


But left /anded Eſtates ſhould be ceſſed 709 
often, by many ſpeedy Demijes and Deſcents in 
Succeſſion ; it might be provided, that when any 


ſuch Eſtate had paid the Cenſus once; it ſhould 


be exempted from any future Charge, for a cer- 
tain Time limited. 


A Scheme of this Kind, in ſome few Years, 
would be equivalent to a General Cenſus ; and 
afford the Means of diſcharging many Mil- 
lions of the National Debt; and be abundantly 
more honourable, than facrificing any one Claſs 
of unoffending People, for the Salyation of the 
Reſt. | 


VI. 


Page 41, Eſtabliſhed Clergy of this Kingdom, 
&c.] Whatever ſome ſlanderous Perſons ſuggeſt 
to the Contrary, they are, in general, of a li- 
beral Diſpoſition ; of which, in a long Courſe 


of Time, I have remarked many Inſtances, as 


well private as publick, 
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Of the publick Sort may be reckoned, the 
two Hoſpitals of Wincheſter and Exeter ; the 
Founding of both which moſt excellent Chari- 
ties, was effected principally, under the Manage- 
ment of that worthy Divine, the /ate Reverend 
Dr: Alured Clarke, —Of the preſent State of the 
Hoſpital in Exeter, I know Nothing: But with 
that of Wincheſter I am well acquainted ; and 
believe I may venture to aſſert, that though the 
Contributions of the Laity to this noble Inſtitu- 
tion, are very large and commendable ; yet the 
Names of Clergymen, as Subſcribers, will be 
found, in the * printed annual Account, to be as 
numerous (in Proportion to their Numbers), as 
Thoſe of the Laity ; or more ſo. 


But this printed publick Account, on In- 


ſpection; will declare the Matter, with more 
Certainty than I can. 


Page 


Printed annual Account, &c.] Since writing the above 
Note; one of theſe Annual Accounts, ending July 7, 1790, 
has reached my Hands ; and the whole Number of Subſcribers 
appears to be 367, viz, 


The Nobility, Gentry, and Others | 290 
Clergymen — — — 77 


| 


— — 


367 


— ommancd 
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VII. 


Page 4, F/tabhſh, &c.] The publick Service 
of the Church of England, may be divided into 


two Parts: (1) That which is of ſo eſſential 


a Nature in the Performance of it, as not to ad- 
mit of any Omiflion ; which. I ſhall ſpeak of 
by and by, in general Terms only. (2) That 
which, though frequently introduced with the 
Service, is not univerſally ſo.—It may be done, 
or left undone ; and may therefore be conſidered 
as non-eſſential; or, in other Terms, as allowed 
or TOLERATED only. 


Of the laſt Sort we may reckon (1) that ſhort 
Time of filent Worſhip which moſt Perſons per- 


_ form kneeling, at coming into the Church, Each 


One by himſelf, on his firſt Entrance. (2) The 
like Time of ſolemn Silence obſerved by the <obole 
Congregation unitedly, the laſt Thing before their 
Diſmiſſion. (3) Bowrng to the Eaſt. (4) And 
at the Name of Jeſus. (5) The Miniſter's own 
Prayer at the Beginning of his Sermon. (6) The 
Like at the End of it. (7) Singing the * Pſalms 

of 


— 
— 


. 55 
 * Pjalms of David, &c.] The Great Fenelon, in his Tele- 
maque (Liv. xiv.) introduces Mentor recommending it to 


Philocles, 
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of David, or other ſelect Portions of Scripture. 


And (8) and Laſtly; The Uſe of Muſical In- 
ſtruments ; eſpecially the Organ. 


Now 'Theſe not being eſſential to the Service 
of the Church ; they therefore need no Argu- 
ment in Support of them : For they are only 
TOLERATED or allowed; ſeeing ſuch Perſons 
as do not chuſe to bow to the Eaſt, or at the 
Name of Teſus, may omit Both; and the like 
may be ſaid reſpectively of the other Articles; 
either as they regard the Miniſter in his private 
Capacity, the Congregation at large, or any one 

Perſon belonging to it particularly. 


And as for Thoſe who diſapprove of Organs ; 
they may generally find many Churches without 
them in the Neighbourhood where they happen 
to reſide ; and to Theſe they may repair, if they 
think proper, in Preference to the Others. 


Amongſt 


— — — 
— — > — * 


£ 
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Philecles, that Children © be taught from their tendereſt In- 
« fancy to SING the Praiſes of Heroes who were beloved of 
* the Gods, who have done generous Actions for their Coun- 
« try, and have diſtinguiſhed their Couragg in Battle ; that 
« the CHARMS or Musick ſtrike their Souls, in order to 
« ſoften and purify their Manners,” 
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Amongſt the genuine Parts of the Service 


may be reckoned, The frequent Change of P/ 


ture in the Congregation, from Standing to Kneel- 
ing, (Sitting at Times, ſuppoſed), and from 
Kneeling to Standing again : In London, during 
the. Morning-Service on a Sunday, there are not 
le& than about Twelve of theſe Changes in Ro- 
tation; and about Ten in the Afternoon.—T beſe 


afford an excellent Preſervative againſt Drouſi- 
neſs and Sleeping ; of which there is very little 


in the Aſſemblies of the Church of England : 


I believe no Congregations, profeſſing Chriſ- 
tianity, are more clear of it. 


Of the remaining genuine Part, it may be ob- 
ſerved ; that about one Half the whole Time of 
the Sunday-Morning's Service, is employed in 
Reading the Pſalms, and various other Leſſons 
of the Old and New Teſtament, and Apocrypha. 
In the Afternoon, it takes up full #9 Thirds. 
—— This Part of the Inſtitution 77% is excellent; 


becauſe Many of the Poor have no Bibles at 


Home ; or if they have, cannot read them ; or 
if able, are ofttimes either t buſy or too idle to 


ſet themſelves about it. 


But Barclay in his * Apology for Quakeriſm 


objects, that profane People” (in uſing the 


Pſalms), 


„* a 


* Page 407. 


* 
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Phalms), & fate upon them to perſonate the Er- 
periences and Conditions of Bleſſed David, &c.“ 


Now, who ever thou ght this beſides himſelf 
and the Quakers ?—The Pſalms are read /o/ely as 
the Compoſition of David ; but when any Thing 
occurs in them ſtriking, perhaps pointing to 
One's own private Experience or Condition (as 
is often the Caſe) ; or fitted for Devotion in 
general ; it is adopted by the true Worſhipper, 
and made his own : But what is not; he reads 
as ſuited to David only ; and merely as a Matter 


in Connection. For in this Paſſage; * Gilead 


is mine, and Manaſjes is mine, Ephraim alſo is 
the Strength of my Head; Judab is my Law- 
giver; Moab is my Waſh-Pot ; over Edom will 
T caft out my Shoe ; Pbiliſtia, be thou glad of me: 
What Man, on hearing This read in a Church, 
could be fo miſtaken, as to think it related to 
any One there, and not /ingly and alone to Da- 
vid? He might as well imagine, when he Go/- 
pel after the Collect for St. Stephen's Day is read, 
beginning with theſe Words: Behold, I ſend 
& unto you Prophets and wiſe Men, and Scribes ;” 
that the Miniſter ſhould be underſtood as ſpeak- 
ing This of 4:m/e/f only, and not of Chriſt; which 
of 4 ſurely 


Ne 


— — 


* Pſalms Ix. 7, 8. Old Verſion. 
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ſurely is too abſurd to paſs with any Man ; and 
therefore the Former. 


The like Application may be made to the 
Go/pel after the Collect, for the fifth Sunday after 
Eaſter ; to which I refer. —But it ſuch ill-na- 


tured Perverſions are to be allowed; the Scrip- 


tures ought never to be read at all, in our pub- 
lick Service; and thus the Bible would be ut- 
terly expelled from the Church, as it is from the 
Quakers Meetings ; where it never makes its 
Appearance, in any Form whatever, 


In fine; the Pſalms are full of Paſſages tend- 
ing to Devotion, and pious Recollection; among 
which, 1 think the F ollowing attord None of 


the Leaſt, v7s.- 


* Whither ſhall I go then from thy Spirit: os 
whither ſhall I go then from thy Preſence ? 


00 4 climb up into Heaven, thou art there: if 
I go down to Hell, thou art there alſo. 


VI take the Wings of tbe Morning: and re- 


main in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea 
5 Even 


„ 0 


* Pſalms exxxix. 6, &c. Old Verſion. 
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Even there al ſhall thy Hand lead me: and 
thy right Hand ſhall hold me. 


If I jay, peradventure the Darkneſs ſhall caver 
me : then ſhall my Night be turned to Day, 


Yea, the Darkneſs is no Darkneſs with thee, 
but the Night is as clear as the Day: the Dark- 
neſs and Light to thee are both alike, 


And now let me aſk; what Man, of the 
ſmalleſt Degree of Senſibility, can read theſe 
Paſſages, without being devoutly affected? A 


filent Waiting, of two Hours long, would not bg 
more efficacious. 


* Barclay further advances in Favour of his 
Myſticꝶ Devotion, as well as againſt the Read- 
ing or Singing the Pſalms, theſe Words of our 
Lord: Þ+ God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 


But the late Anthony Purver (the Quakers 
awn Tranſlator), renders this Text thus ; God 
is a Spirit ; and Thoſe who worſhip him, muſt 

worſhip 


. r * * 
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9 Apology, Page 377: John iv. 24. 
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worſhip him with the Spirit, and the Truth. 
Now in this, 'I believe, all ſober Chriſtians are 
agreed; and it therefore makes not one Mit 


more for the Quakers, than for any other Com- 


munity profeſſing Chriſtianity whatever. The 
ſame Text 700, as tranſlated into Latin by Bega, 
may be rendered into Engliſh, after the ame 
Manner. | 


But as abſurd to the full, is his * quoting 
that, + No Man can ſay that Feſus is the Lord, 


but by the Holy Ghojt ; ſeeing This alſo makes 


not for the Quakers, more than for other 
People ; as every One who devoutly /ays that 
Teſus is the Lord, doth ſay ſo, by the Holy 
Gh Unleſs they would have us to think, 
that they from /ilent Waiting are alone qualified 


to /ay it. 


As to the Forms of Prayer commonly uſed in 


the Church of England; I can from mine own 
Experience moſt ſeriouſly aver, that they are 


. abundantly preferable in Style and Matter, to 


any Thing I ever heard in the Quakers Meet- 
ings; notwithſtanding they. conſider the Prayers 
EF N 
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* Apology, Page 397. + 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
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thus delivered by their Preachers, as the imme- 

diate and extraordinary Effuſions of the Holy 

Spirit; though with what Degree of Truth, I 

leave for them to demonſtrate, and my Reader 
to determine. 


The Compilers of our Common Prayer made no 
ſach lofty Profeſſions, that I know of ; but what, 
in this Caſe, was wanting in Arrogance, was more 
than counterbalanced by their Modeſty.—And 
allowing (as I think moſt Proteſtants will), a 
Divine Superintendency in the great Work of 
Reforming the Church of England ; why may 
we not think it at leaſt probable, that the ſame 
Divine Being did in ſome Meaſure, ſuperintend 
the Compilation of her Liturgy, in common with 
every other Great National Event? The Excel- 
lency of the Compoſition, and it's Order, will 
juſtify the Notion. 

But though they waved every lofty Pretenſion 
to a Divine Apoſtleſhip from God ; or, in other 
Terms, to the extraordinary Impulſe of his Holy 
Spirit; they nevertheleſs acknowledged that or- 
dinary or common Grace, which is given to all 
pious Chriſtians indiſcriminately ; as neceſlary, 
and yet ſufficient for the Performance of their 
common Duties, in order to Salvation; for this 


appears 


r ˙ 
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appears in the tenth and thirteenth Articles of 
the Church of England. — But as ſome of my 
Readers may not have theſe Articles by them; 


I hope I may be excuſed for quoting them at 


full Length, vix. 


Art. 16th. Of Free Will. 


« The Condition of Man, after the Fall of 
« Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and pre- 
% pare himſelf, by his own natural Strength and 
«« good Works, to Faith, and Calling upon God: 
« Wherefore we have no Power to do good 
« Works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, with- 
« out the Grace of God by Chriſt- preventing 
© us, that we may have a Good-Will, and 
« working with us, when we have that Good- 


Wil. 


Art. 13th. Of Works before Fuſtiſication. 


«© Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, - 
« and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not 


« pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they ſpring 


“ not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they 
© make Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the 
« School-Authors ſay) deſerve Grace of Con- 


« gruity: Yea, rather, for that they are not 


done as God hath willed and commanded 
« them 
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them to be done, we doubt not but they have 
«the Nature of Sin.” 


And beſides theſe Articles, the whole Li- 
turgy abounds with the fame Dodtrine.—In 
the Catechiſm, it is true, our Compilers call it 
Special Grace; as contraſted, poſſibly, to that 
infertour Light or Grace, which is ſometimes 
to be found amongſt the Heathen. 


| VIII. 

Page 53, Chriſtian Religion, &c.] Though, 
at the firſt Glance, it appears aſtoniſhing that 
the Jews ſhould reject Our Lord as the Meſ- 
fiah, when they ſaw his Miracles; yet, when 


we conſider their Covetouſneſs, and that volun- 


tary Poverty which he recommended to them ; 
our Admiration will ceaſe: For were ſome 
Great Prophet to ariſe no, with the ſame mi- 
raculous Powers, and to preach up the fame 
mortifying Doctrine to our modern Merchants; 
to the Governours and Directors of our Great 
Trading and Monied Companies; I queſtion 
not but ſuch Prophet (in Deſpite of his Mi- 


racles), would be treated with the fame * De- 


riſion, 


* Luke xvi. 14. 


* 
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friſion, as was Our Lord by the ancient Jews. — 
* Go and ſell, that thou haſt, and give to the 
Poor, is not a very palatable Doctrine, to the 
Great, the Rich, and the Mighty, 
- 7 _ ' | —— 
* Matt, Xix. a1. 
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UNDERSTANDING ; 9 ad an 1 Antidote 
againſt Modern Deiſm. Price Three Shillings, 
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An AroLacy for the Two ORDINANCES of 


| Jzs8ys Cnr1sT, &c. Seriouſly recommended to 
l the Conſideration of the People called Quakers, 
| Price One Shilling and Srxpence, 

| A Pra for the Poor : Or Remarks on the 


Price of Proviſions, and the Peaſant's Labour: 
he Bounties allowed on the Expartation of 
Corn, eſpecially Wheat. —With Propoſals for 
their Emendation. Price Six. Pence, 2 . 
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